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Presents 

Die Fledermaus by Johann Strauss 
  

A New Toast to an Old Favourite 
 

After twelve years of successfully offering opera to all Australian States and 

Territories, Co*Opera - ‘the peoples’ opera company’, is delighted to be presenting 

its first operetta, the comedy classic Die Fledermaus by Johann Strauss. 

 

As well as appealing to existing opera lovers, Co*Opera aims to entice people 

unfamiliar with opera by presenting very popular operas, performed in casual 
settings and sung in English. Co*Opera also strives to offer affordable ticket 
prices, to enable greater access to an even wider audience.  

 

A famous operetta in the sparkling Viennese tradition, Die Fledermaus is 

glamorous, gorgeous and overflowing with champagne music. The plot abounds with 

confusion and disguise as Falke masterminds his “Bat’s Revenge”. The characters 

are colourful and extreme, ranging from a passionate Italian tenor to a drunken, 

confused jailer.  

 

This operetta is best known for the famous ‘Laughing Song’ which Adele sings at the 

ball where she is discovered wearing a gown stolen from her mistress’ wardrobe. 

Rosalinde her mistress, is also present in disguise as an exotic Hungarian Countess. 

She plans to secretly witness her husband Eisenstein’s last-night fling, before he is 

dragged off to jail for insulting a policeman. Confusion mounts but after dancing, 
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drinking and mutual reproach all are able to join in a rousing hymn in praise to the 

King Champagne. 

 

Performed entirely in the round, Co*Opera’s production of Die Fledermaus is 

directed by multi-talented young Adelaide theatre identity Johanna Allen whose 

inventiveness brings out the latent comedy in the operetta with many hilarious 

routines. Co-Opera’s production is fully staged and features a new generation of 

talented singers. The music is sparkling from beginning to end and with a story line 

that revolves around such fun and hilarity, there is never a dull moment.  

 

Don’t miss this chance to join in on all the fun of the ball with Co-opera’s 
production of Die Fledermaus! The music is ravishing and captivates with its free 

spirited humour.  

 

Co*Opera’s Die Fledermaus highlights the creative work of:  
Director – Johanna Allen  

Wardrobe Design – Giovina D’Angelo 

Musical Director - Brian Chatterton 

 
CAST: 
Sopranos      
Adele   Phoenicia Johnson [Sydney]      
Rosalinde  Lynette Harris [Adelaide]  
Sally   Eleanor Brasted [Adelaide]      
Ida   Danielle Ruggiero [Adelaide]       
 
Mezzo-sopranos      
Prince Orlovsky Sarah Sweeting [Sydney]     
       
Tenors  
Alfred   Ernst Ens [Adelaide] 
Eisenstein  Benjamin Rasheed [Adelaide] 
Frank   Nicholas Cannon [Sydney] 
 
Baritones 
Dr Falke  Jeremy Tatchell [Sydney] 
Dr Blind Randall Stewart [Sydney] / Andrew Turner [Adelaide] 
   



Co*Opera’s ‘Die Fledermaus’ 2005 3 

 

PRESS RELEASE PRESS RELEASE PRESS RELEASE 

 
Co*Opera gratefully acknowledges the assistance of our sponsors 

 

       

                      
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
For more information please contact: 
 
SARAH FERGUSON  
Administrator & Tour Coordinator, Co*Opera – Opera on the Move 
91 Hindley St, Adelaide SA 5000 
 
Tel: 08 8233 6245 
Fax: 08 8233 6222 
Mob: 0421 530 158 
Email: coopera@aso.com.au  
www.co-opera.com.au  
 
 
 


